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Aerial view (2002) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE OLD NEW PLACES 
 
 

MOTIVATION 

Besides its capacity to describe and inform, the photographic must 
also play the much vaster, more complex and operative role of 
articulating concepts, and even of organising the invisible dynamics 
of reality. 

The images of places do not only provide us with an awareness of 
the visible space, places are entangled in symbolic universes, serving 
as stores of the memories that connect us to significant themes from 
the present day. 

Certain places find themselves heavily marked by events of the past 
or awaken a spatial attention about themes from the contemporary 
world, and photography has the chance to ”open up” the appearance 
of the place to its histories and stories, suggesting latent meanings. 

As spectators we are also visual producers, we see the images in a 
way that is inevitably linked to our individual and collective 
subconscious, and we can only see what we already know. 

This project goes beyond topographical description of landscape, 
attempting to reveal its political, social and ecological resonances. 
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CONTEXT 

The Old New Places is developed at Tudela, a 4,5 hectare spot situated at 
the Cape of Creus region, in the Spanish northeast coast. 

In the 1960’s a vacation resort was built at this place to accommodate 1.200 
visitors. It included 2 restaurants, a bar, a swimming pool, sport courts, a 
disco, a small theatre, several bungalows and a small private harbour. 

In 1998 the Cap de Creus region was declared a Natural Protected Space, 
except for this little spot that remained as a private property not affected by 
Coastal Protection Laws. 

For almost 40 years this resort kept its touristic activity, but at the beginning 
of XXI century financial problems force the cease of its exploitation and a 
few years later it was sold to the Spanish Government.  

In 2009 a group-project between different Governments and Societies 
began the deconstruction and restoration of this place to its original natural 
structure. It was a very precise and exhaustive project that included the 
demolition of 430 edifications, the recycle of 42.000 m3 of waste and the 
extraction of 50 hectares of invasive flora and its replacement with 
autochthonous species. 

For one year, every construction was pulled down following low-impact 
demolition techniques with the precision of an archaeologist. 

Meanwhile, all the waste extracted from the ruins at Tudela was truck-
transported to a nearby town, where it was used to construct a quay. 

Nowadays, Tudela remains as an un-built spot, where nature follows its own 
laws, restoring its ecosystem with routine tranquillity.  

Its singular landscape, as well as its recent history, turns it into a reference, 
an icon in the fight for natural landscapes preservation. 
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OBJECT 

The The Old New Places project explores the symbolic role of landscape. 

It investigates the invisible structures that remain in the memory of a place 
and may turn emptiness into icons.  

By deconstructing the layers of information that overlap on an apparently 
anonymous location, the proposal tries to decipher the implicit meanings 
that would give this place an iconic value  

 

RESULT 

The result is a slab made of 13.200 photographs, with a few gaps, installed 
on top a planking wooden board.  

The photographs are grouped in piles with slightly different heights and 
placed all together, suggesting a soft topography. Most of the photographs 
depict the quay that was built with the remains of the demolished resort but, 
eventually, there are blocks missing that let the reconstructed natural 
landscape appear. 

The photographs (12x15’2 cm. each) are stacked in piles of approximately 
200 pictures each, giving a total size of 12x15’2x8 cm. These resulting 66 
blocks are distributed on a grid of 6 lines and 11 columns on top of a 
planking wooden board, one beside the other, with no space between them. 
On determined positions some of these blocks are removed and a 
photograph of Tudela’s actual landscape is visible at the bottom of the gap. 
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